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EVERY ACTION CREATES 
ARIPPLEIN TIME AND SPACE. 


BECOME A GIANT WAYE WHEN AMPLIFIED 
QUT ACROSS THE UNIVERSE. 


WHAT WE DO HERE 
RESONATES FAR BEYOND 
QUR REACH AND VISION. 


D0 YOU UNDERSTAND THE 
RAMIFICATIONS OF YOUR 
ACTIONS, EMILY? 


DO OU UNDERSTAND 
THE WEIGHT PUT UPON YOUR. 
‘SHOULDERS? 


THAT'S A GOOD 
QUESTION, IKOL. 
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I'M GOING To GUESS 
CONSIDERING THE THAT YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND | 
GIANT MESS THAT : WHAT TROUBLE YOURACTIONS }@ 
YOUVE MADE-- 4 


rT EMILY-- & 
a 00 You 
= INTEND TO ERASE 
THE WORK THAT 
VHAVE DONE? 


MY INTENTION IS 
TO FIND MY FAMILY 
AND RETURN TO 
EARTH. 


AND You BELIEVE 
THAT YoU CAN LIVE 
PEACEFULLY ON EARTH 
AFTER ALL YOU HAVE 
EXPERIENCED HERE? 
| HAVE MY DOUBTS, 
STONEKEEPER, 


MUCH LIKE 
THE SHADOWS-— 


OUR WORLD WILL 
HAUNT You-- 
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You BELIEVE 
THAT OTHERS WANT 
TOPE FREE ee way you 
. BELIEVE THAT You 
ARE FREE. 
BUT YOu ARE 
MISTAKEN. 


AND THEY CAN 
BETTER SERVE THE 
GREATER GOOD IF THEY 
ARE NOT LEFT To THINK 
FOR THEMSELVES. 


YOU ARE FREE 
OF THE SHADOW, 
My FRIEND. 
7 ANDNOW! 


COULD USE YOUR, 
HELP. d 


CAN YOU TAKE ME HAVE YOU SEEN Y HAVE You 
TO THE CONTROL HIM? OR MY MOTHER, me Ht SiADOM . 
CENTER? KAREN HAYES? é 
INEED To CONTACT 
MY BROTHER, NAVIN 
HAYES. 


THE STONEKEEPER. 
YOU'RE LOOKING FOR 


SAD 


se Ae 


PLEASE DON’T 
HURT ME... 1 CAN 
HELP You. 


I'M NOT GOING GO HIDE SOMEPLACE AND 
TOHURT YOU, STAY OUT OF THE WAY. IF ac Wet 
—_ BUTI CAN'T STAY HIDDEN CENTER? 
ln ACCEPT YOUR UNTIL YOu FIND 
YOUR COURAGE. 


ALLEDIANS ARE WEAK 
AND CANBEEASILY — qupy ape 
MANIPULATED. WopELEss WITHOUT 
‘ MY HELP—— 


has THEY'RE ON 
WHAT ARE ; THE SURFACE OF 
OUDOING? = SY | TYPHON, DIRECTLY 


LOOKING FOR THAT'S WHERE 
MY FAMILY.) || WE NEED To GO. 


SUBJECT a 


COORDINATES 


| DON'T KNOW 
WHO 7OU ARE, BUT 
IF YOU'RE NOT INFECTED 
BY ONE OF THOSE GHOST 
THINGS, YOU QUGHT To 
GET OUT WHILE YoU 
STILL CAN! 


EVERYONE 
ON THIS STATION 
HAS GONE MAD! 


IT'S NOT JUST 
HERE ON THIS. 
STATION. 


IT’S HAPPENING 
ALL OVERALLEDIA, AND 
LIKELY ON TYPHON, 
O00. 


| SIGNED UP FOR CAN YOU PILOT A 
THIS MISSION IN PART SPACECRAFT To THE 
TO ESCAPE THIS SHADOW SURFACE OF TYPHON? 
MADNESS, BUT | ONLY 


HAVE TIME TO 
SIT AROUND AND: 
FEEL BAD FOR 
OURSELVES. 


THEY SABOTAGED 
THE SHIPS BY JETTISONING 
THE FUEL SUPPLY. 


WITHOUT FUEL, 
WE CAN'T POWER 


| CAN POWER 
THE SHIP. 


IS THIS THE 
BIGGEST PASSENGER 
SHIP IN THE FLEET? 


WE HAVE MOBILE 
SUITS THAT ARE MUCH 
LARGER IN SIZE, BUT THE 
STINGRAY CARRIES THE 
MOST CREW MEMBERS. 


AND LIKE 1 SAID, 
THE SHADOWS HAVE 
SABOTAGED ALL THE ‘ 


VEHICLES. | WOULD BE 


STINGRAY HAD 
POWER. 


JUST KEEP 
TRYING To START 
THE ENGINE AND I'LL 
ASSIST You. 


| DON'T KNOW HOW You 
RUN AN ENGINE WITHOUT 
FUEL, BUT HERE GOES 
NOTHING, 


| APPRECIATE 
memes OU HELPING He 
yA ESCAPE THIS 

by 7) PLACE-- BUT WERE 


YS LEAVING ONE BAD 
Se STUNTONFOR 
ANOTHER, 


* * Ye 


t(j 


FROM WHAT I'VE SEEN 
AND HEARD, WHAT'S 
HAPPENING ON TYPHON 
\S EVEN WORSE. 


VB 
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STONEKEEPER 
GIANTS HAVE 
DEVASTATED OUR 
= BASES ON TYPHON. 


WE'RE LIKELY 
HEADED RIGHT INTO 
A DISASTER SITE. 


WHY WOULD You 


ae WANT To GOTOA IM GOING THERE To 
PP PLace Like THaTe ABT FIND MY FAMILY AND 
; BRING THEM HOME. 


7 THEY'RE ALIVE 


50 LONG AS THAT 
FEELING REMAINS, 
(WILL WORK To GET 


So 


DON'T 
PASS OUT ON 


| oN. Son ~ 
"eS 


za 
2 Ten SS 2) 


( 
& 


pa on 


iz 


—x 
—_ i 


v, (2k ~ 
TOTAL POWER ALL SYSTEMS 
LOSS DETECTED-- SHUTTING DOWN 
IN FIVE...FOUR... 


> —_ 


Av-- 
no. No N°.No, 


THE KINGDOM OF 
] THEELVES 


1 SEE THREE 


WERE THROUGH GUARDS AND THEY 


THE WEST GATE AND 
APPROACHING THE J. HAVE WEAPONS. 
PALACE ENTRANCE. 


—<s 


| CAN TAKE 
THESE FOOLS 
QUT WITH MY 
EVES CLOSED. 


YOUR MISSION 
OBJECTIVE IS To 
GET US PAST THE phd 
GATE WITHOUT fa 
TROUBLE. aX 


UNDERSTOOD? 


IT'S JUST SO 
HOT IN HERE! 
STAY QWET AND THE MASK ( 
JUST A LITTLE MAKES IT HARD } WERE AT THE 
WHILE LONGER. : ENTRANCE! 


WE DON’T HAVE THIS? 
A WAGON ON THE 
SCHEDULE. 


WE ARE CARRYING 7 
SICK PATIENTS. 
THE KING 


IF WE DO NOT DETERMINE 
WHAT IS CAUSING THE EPIDEMIC, 
THEELF KINGDOM COULD BE 


| > Just MAKE sure 
. NOT To LET THEM UT 
Wa THEY SurFERING UNTIL You REACH THE 
FROM? INFIRMARY. 
) 


\. 


WHAT ARE ALL 
THOSE ELVES 


THEY'RE SEARCHING — THE KINGDOM 
FOR BURIED TREASURE |S SUFFERING, 
AND ANY RESOURCES 
THEY CAN SELL. 


IF THE FALSE 
KING HAS BEEN 
DEPOSED, WHO HAVE 
THEY ADOPTED AS THEIR 
NEW LEADER? Vy 


OUR.NATION HAS MORE 
PRESSING ISSUES THAN 
WHOEVER IS SITTING 
ON THE THRONE. 


OuR PEOPLE NEED 
YOU TO RECLAIM YOUR 
PLACE AS KING, 


WE HAVE BEEN 
TOLD THAT HE IS ONE 
OF THE KING'S FORMER 
SERVANTS. 


HEHASNOT 
SHOWIN A GREAT 
\ ABILITY To LEAD. 


/” THe FALSE KING 
IS ONLY ASYMPTOM 
OF BIGGER PROBLEMS. 
NALLEDA. al 


LOOKS LIKE 
THE PALACE HAS 
ALREADY BEEN 


NEVER REALLY FELT 
LIKE HOME. 


DAE: 
Od Fd q 
OFZ 77) 


LGA LE 


ne 


2 


(T SMELLS 
LIKE A RAT'S 
CAGE IN HERE. 


? ~~ SUST ELVES 
WITH NOWHERE 
ELSE To Go. 


THIS KING, 
MUST BE 
OVERWHELMED. 


READY To \\ 
ATTTOCK WHEN 
YOU ARE-- 


2a 


IF 70 WANTED 
THIS CROWN, WHY 


} NOT JUST ASK? 


00D To SEE. WN 
YOU AGAIN, \ \ \ 
MY FRIENDS. AQ 


E HAS 
p) STOLEN YOUR yey | 
<< EC 


| HAVEN'T STOLEN 
ANYTHING. THE ELVES APPOINTED 


ME THEIR KING IN THE 
ABSENCE OF LEADERSHIP. 


LOOK AROUND YOU 
To SEE THE DAMAGE 
INFLICTED BY EMILY AND 
HER STONE. 


STONEKEEPERS 
LIKE YOU HAVE THEM _ HOW CAN THEY 

FRIGHTENED, FOR TRUST THOSE WHO 
GOOD REASON. WIELD SOMUCH 


EMILY WAS UNDER. 
THE INFLUENCE OF 
HER STONE. 


SHE WASN'T 
IN CONTROL! 
THAT IS EXACTLY 
WHAT WE SHOULD 
BE AFRAID OF-— 


| HAVE STARTED ND IT MAY 
To LEARN THAT WE RNG Ui OF 
CANNOT CONTROL US GREAT HARM 
EVERYTHING, IF WE TRY. 
[> 


BUT DID YouNOT 
BL COME HERE To THE 
CONTROL OF THIS 
KINGDOM? 1D You NOT 
; COME HERE To 
} TAKE THIS THRONE 
, BY FORCE? 


SHOW THEM WHY 
by =STONEKEEPERS CANNOT 
BE TRUSTED WITH THE 
POWERS THEY HAVE 
INHERITED. J | 


SHOW THEM HOW 
YOU TAKE THINGS 
BY FORCE. 


zy 


zs 


| DIDNT GET A ‘ 

CHANCE To THANK 

YOU FOR MY Lost 
S MEMORY. ir HELPED 

REMIND ME WHO 
—., we 
Wy 
RY j 


(eZ 


WHAT WE CAN DO 


To SERVE THE 
KINGDOM OF 
ELVES. 
WILL OFFER 


( 
y 


I RELIEVED 
To SEE You MADE 
IT OUT OF THE 
CORTEX ALIVE. 


TWAS 
WEIGHING HEAVILY N 
ON MY MIND. 1AM GLAD To 
SEE YOU ALIVE, 


DID YOu NOT 

COME HERE To 
COMMANDEER THE Jim 
THRONE? , 


WE MADE 
AMISTAKE. 


REGARDLESS OF WHO WE WILL WORK WITH 
WEARS THE CROWN, THE YOU AND YOUR ADVISERS. 
PROBLEMS FACING ALLEDIA WITH THE HOPE THAT 
DO NOT CHANGE. YOU DO WHAT'S RIGHT 
WE ARE ALL 
GOING To FL OR FOR THE ELVES. 
k SUCCEED TOGETHER. 


Lo 


JOU MAY NOT wg 
TRUST ANY \ AND WE WILL 
STONEKEEPERS—— ALSO BE NEEDED 


gy ™ HELP RE D 
BUT WE WILL . oh ehreonane 


HAVE TO PLAY A RR 
PART IF WE WANT [By 
To STOP THE 


WHAT DO 
YOu NEED 
FROM ME? 


HELP PROVIDE 
NEIGHBORING LANDS 
WITH THE TOOLS THEY 
REQUIRE To REBUILD 
THEIR CITIES 


CITIES LIKE 
LUCIEN, POMO, 
KANALIS. 


THE STRONGER 


PREPARED WE WiLL amy] 
ALL BE. 


Be Dene, WHAT ABOUT 


THE INVADING 
SHADOWS? 
HOW WILL WE 
DEFEND AGAINST 
THEM? 


nw 


I DON’T THINK THERE 
(S MUCH WE CAN D0 
ABOUT THE SHADOWS BUT 
To PREPARE FOR THEIR 
ARRIVAL. 


_ N IN THE MEANTIME, 
WB/ WE TRUST IN EMILY AND 
QUR FRIENDS TO BRING 
PEACE To TYPHON. 


THE FATE OF Two 
PLANETS IN THE HANDS 
OF A STONEKEEPER WHO 
HAS PROVEN SHE CAN'T 
CONTROL HER OWN 
POWERS. 


OF PREVENTING 


A TOTAL WAR. “You BELIEVE 
THE CYCLE OF 


WAR CAN BE 
STOPPED? 


PESSIMISM, BUT 
WHAT CAN WE D0 
BUT TRY To 


WITH YOURSELF 
FOR NOT TRYING? 


THIS IS WHY 
| WANTED TO BE 
RID OF YOu 
STONEKEEPERS. 
WE WOULD NEED 
TO FACE THIS CONFLICT 
WITH OR WITHOUT YOu. 


THAT IS CORRECT, 
MY FRIEND-- 


"NO MATTER 
HOW HARD WE 
TRY To RUN 


SOLET US DO 
WHAT WE CAN WITH 
A, THE TIME WE HAVE. 


REBUILDING eb 
ALLEDIA WILL BE OUR 
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QUR LEADERS 
/ WHERE ARE THE CHAMBER CONVENE HERE. 
WE NOW? J OF THE GUARDIAN : 1 


COUNCIL. 


5 THINK HE (A j YOU ARE VERY 
here He SEEDS WILL EVENTUALLY OPEN-MINDED, 
ToomucH, So MUCH SEE THINGS THE MISS EMILY! 

‘g DOUBT! WAY SILAS DOES. ‘ 


3 THAT IS EXACTLY VN 
IVE JUST ; WHAT YOUR GREAT- 
SEEN SOME j | GRANDFATHER 
THINGS. WOULD SAY. 


y 


Ah. = > | 


hae, 
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WELCOME, 
TRAVELER. 


MAKE YOURSELF 
v. we 


I —~——a 
I 
ie a —— | 


He Toca wroce TK Tockeie KriCK TORK TICK TOC! 


AT HOME. 


a 


Fee 
RY, 


TICK TOOK TICK TOCK TiC! 


= “= 
7 fee \ : 
One ) a 


Sy i(k, S 


ro 


WHY HAVE You 
DESTROYED MY 


I> ee 
Bf | WANTED To 


HOW MANY 
TIMES DO You 
| BELIEVE YOU CAN 
= FOOL ME, IKOL? 


WHAT You" 
DOING, IKOL. 


BUT | DON'T 
HATE ANYONE. 


NOT EVEN 
You. 


| HAVE ONLY 


EVER WANTED TO 
MAKE THINGS 
BETTER. 
EVERYTHING | 
HAVE DONE HAS BEEN 
FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
ALL LIVING BEINGS. 


YOu ACTED 
SELFISHLY. 


Ser YOU BCLIEVE You 
wee KNOW WHAT'S BEST 
FOR OTHERS. 
y WHEN Ou DON'T 


{Even KNow How To 
HELP YOURSELF. 


YOU THINK ‘a 


YOu SHOULD 
THANK ME. 


WE CAN’T CHANGE 
OUR REALITY To SUIT 
QUR DREAMS, IKOL. 


NO MATTER 
How MUCH WE 
BELIEVE WE 
ARE RIGHT. 
AND IF YOU 
WISH FOR OTHERS 
To HELP You-- 


YOu MUST 
LEARN To LET 
THEM GO. 
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ARE You 
PREPARED 10 
D0 WHAT IS 


a ARE You 
{ PREPARED 
IN To LET Go? 


"BEEP = 
S 


a 


HT NM 
ra aS SZ \\ SS 
=~ 


"WHAT ARE THEY ; 72 
DOING HERE?! ‘ 
THEY'RE ABOUT 
. TO GET BLASTED! 


Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


4g 


Le Loa uP —_ = my WHAT ABOUT 
SOLDIERS AND : AN ere Biel YOUR FAMILY? | 
USE FUEL FROM " a " 
THE COLOSSUS To a@."Y) = 


z 
/ (LL FIND 


THANK OU 
FOR Your, 
HELP. 


-- : me A exes 
——— ei ey 
7” \F YOUNEED To a wa 
FIND ME, MY eG =<" 

SS Ya 
a 


<i. 
) 


IS DEAGLE SWIFT. 
IF | NEED 
To FIND You, C 2 


WHO 00 | ASK 
OR 


H7 cet eveRione © 
ABOARD THE 


THE STONEKEEPER 
STILL RETAINS SOME 


s\ 


VDON‘T 
WANT TO 
FIGHT. 


BUTI VILL 


TAKE YOu DOWN 


IF | HAVE To. 


/ LOOK AT ; 
THE DAMAGE THAT |i 
YOUVE DONE-- 
AND THE Hug 
THAT YOUVE 
CAUSED. 


1S THIS WHO 
Ny { YOUWANT To 
Bee 


YOU COULD HAVE 
CHOSEN To BEA 
BUILDER, LIKE THE 
STONEKEEPERS WHO 
CAME BEFORE You-- 


BUT YOu 
DECIDED To BE 
A DESTROYER. 


sz 


E}.. . 
rte f 
B/ AND REDIRECT RSE 
Fo se El tusencervto 
a 
7 
Dar ie Ne 
, AU Ne ° 
i y” 
y 


ig% 
= 
a 


s4 
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| HAVE BEEN WHERE 
‘YOU ARE NOW, SO 1 KNOW 
YOu CAN HEAR ME. 
4 FIND YOuR CENTER, 
FIND BALANCE, AND 
BRING YOURSELF 
BACK. 


A LEAVE THE 


ANGER BEHIND 
AND LOOK FOR 
THE LIGHT. 


FOLLOW MY 
VOICE AND JOIN 
ME OUT HERE. 
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How pi 
—\ younore } 


\ THIS. You DID. 


& 


IDIDN‘T DO 


(JUST GAVE 


JOUA CHANCE To Ja 


FIND YOURSELF. 


To My Voice! 


KNOW 
youcan FS 


\ HEAR Me! 


NOT LET ANGER J 
CONSUME US. J 


1 LOST CONTROL 
WHEN | BLAMED 
MYSELF FOR 
THINGS THAT HAVE 
GONE WRONG. 


V ENCOURAGE 
YOU To FORGIVE 
SEI 


sq 


WY L00KS LIKE \N 
WERE DOING THIS Ya 8 
THE HARD WAY. 


SHE HAS THE 
POWER OF THE 


bd 


BUT ANOTHER. Nl 
SY sTonexeereR |f ' 
HOS BROUGHT US. | FMM a px 
ank. 4 ine 


NoW THAT | HAVE 
YOUR ATTENTION, 
| NEED TO ASK You 
BOTH FOR A FAVOR. 


HELP MEFIND 
MY FAMILY S0 THAT 
(MAY GOHOME. 4 


THIS JOURNEY 
MAY BE MORE 
DIFFICULT THAN 

» YOU THINK. 


ko Yon 


Zn 
yy EE ~ 
af NECESSARY, \ 
DEAL. 
JUST HELP 
THE SOLDIERS 
. GET HOME. 


WASN'T GOING ’ ~ 
WHAT 1 SAW 
To 00 IT FOR ‘fou, HERE COULD 


GIVE THEM 


/ HOPE OU 
PATHS CRO 


WE'RE LOOKING 
FOR AN OLD 
FRIEND. 


bs 


THEY BELIEVE 


7” \OCAL VILLAGERS “Qa st '° A S10ST, RR 
HAVE SUGGESTED WE — 
WILL FIND HER AT 
THIS ROCK QUARRY. 


Ca 

<a 
DEPENDS ON 
WHO YOu ASK. 


EITHER WAY, 
SHE |S DEFINITELY 
ASTONEKEEPER. 


B THIS QUARRY 
WAS ABANDONED 
BY THE LOCALS AFTER 
THE STONEKEEPER 
MOVED IN. 
THEY HAVE 
MOSTLY LEFT HER 
ALONE AT HER 
\ REQUEST. 


TRELLIS-- WHY NOT JUST 
USE YOUR POWERS 
AS KING To HAVE THE 
ARMY RECONSTRUCT 
THE CITIES? 


SHE'S LOOKING FOR 
MATERIALS SHE CAN 
USE To BUILD. 


IF You ARE 
NO LONGER THE 
KING, WHAT 
DO YOU INTEND 


AA 


1M JUST GOING 
TOBE Me. 


WHATEVER 


20 


FOR WHAT y 
T'S WORTH, - YOU SHOULD 


s NOT HAVE COME 
THOUGHT 
YOUDID THE Wy | HERE, VIGO. , 
RIGHT THING. a 


HAD NOWHERE 
ELSE To Go. 


WE'RE ON 
A MISSION OF 


WHY SHOULD 
ILISTEN To ‘You 


nn 


WE ARE ON A 
MISSION To REBUILD 
ALLEDIA, 
AND YOu 
ARE THE BEST 
BUILDER! KNOW. 


WHEN | QUESTIONED 
THE COUNCIL, THEY PUT 
ALL THEIR FAITH IN MAX, 
AND LOOK WHERE IT 
GOT THEM. You AGREED 
WITH THEM. YOu 
WERE ON THEIR 
SIDE. 


SO WHY DID You NOT 
DEFEND ME WHEN THE 
COUNCIL DECIDED To 
FORCE ME OUT? 


EXILED FOR 
TELLING THE 
TRUTH. 


ONE OF MY BIGGEST 
MISTAKES, AND FOR 
THAT, 1AM SORRY. 


I'M DETERMINED 
NOT To MAKE THE 
SAME MISTAKE AGAIN. 


1 WAS ASKED To 


LEAD A NEW GUARDIAN 
COUNCIL, BUT MY TIME 
HAS PASSED. 

1 KNOW IT 
HAS To BE LED 
BY you. 


WL 


1 ASSUMED EVERYTHING 
WOULD EVENTUALLY 
FALL APART ON ITS OWN. 


SO WE TRAINED 
FOR WHEN ALLEDIA 
WOULD NEED US. 
1 GUESS 
THAT TIME 


By WHY WOULD 
NK You BRING HIM 


SNOW. y 
— ) HE RENOUNCED 
THE THRONE, So HE 


IS NO LONGER THE 
PRINCE. 


He HAS BECOME 
AN ALLY AND A 
FRIEND. 


WD 
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AWAY FROM THE 
THRONE? 


Cy YOU WALKED Wa | / My FAMILY WAS. 


TORN APART BY 
THE POWER OF THE 
/ CROWN. 

THAT WAS / 
Your CHOKE? 


| HAVE DECIDED 
TO LIVE MY LIFE 
DIFFERENTLY. 


al{ \F YOUNEED 
Me To BUILD, 
YUL BUILD. 


GOOD FOR 
You, KID. 


WHO'S THE 
OTHER ELF? 


My NAME IS 
RIVA ASH, AND THIS 
|S MY ASSOCIATE 


BALAN. | AM THE MAYOR 
OF LUCIEN, SISTER 
CITY OF CIELIS. 
THAT PUTS MEIN 
CHARGE OF THE GUARDIAN 
COUNCIL UNTIL ORDER IS 
RESTORED. 


WITH THIS 
AUTHORITY, | GRANT 
YOU THE POWER To LEAD 

THE COUNCIL. 


WILL ASSIST 
YOU IN ANY WAY 
(CAN. 


74 


You DON’T | HAVE HEARD ‘You 
BELIEVE THERE'S M AFRAID WE SpY THOSE WORDS 
ANYONE ELSE OUT ARE ON OUROWN. J4]] \ COUNTLESS TIMES. 
THERE, DO Ou, { AND I NEVER 
’ BELIEVED THEM 
TO BE TRUE. 


BECAUSE YOU 
ALWAYS FORGET ABOUT 
THE NEW KIDS. 


Us 


I'M GOING To 
GUESS THAT YOU ARE 
HERE BECAUSE YOu 
RECALL WHAT | USED ee | 

To TELL You. . 


THAT POWERS : } THEN PUSHED 


od US DOWN THE 
WERE GRANTED 
TO US.AS A MEANS ¢ PATH To WAR. 
To BUILD. 


MEANWHILE, THE 
COUNCIL REMAINED 


AS WAS OF TEN 

THE CASE, You 

WERE AHEAD OF 
THE CURVE. 


ONCE YOUVE 
CAUGHT uP, You 


IT WILL TAKE } 
YEARS FOR OTHERS 
To PROCESS WHAT 
WE'VE DONE. 


7 FIGHTING OVER THE 
KEYS To THE PAST, 
| FIGURED SOMEBODY 
HAD To THINK ABOUT 
OUR FUTURE. 


SUPPOSED To 
BRING ANYONE 
HERE! 
10 SAID IT 
§ WOULD DISTURB 


THESE PEOPLE 
ARE ASKING ME To 
HELP THEM REBUILD 


ITMEANS NY 
WERE THENEW 
\ GUARDIAN COUNCIL. 


JUST LIKE Y 
YOu ALWAYS 
SAID WOULD 


TELL THE OTHERS ( wil 
TA To PACK ONLY WHAT do. 
y 2 


THEY CAN CARRY, GUARDIANS, 
MEETUS INTHE | WELCOME To 
TEAROOM WHEN Ji) THE GUARRY. 


YOU ARE READY. 


a NX 
THAT YOUNG 
STONEKEEPER IS 
BREN. HE'S A 
LEADER. 
YOULL LIKE 
2 A HIM, VIGO. 
WHERE DID 
‘JOU FIND THESE 
STONEKEEPERS? 


THIS LED ME 
To THESE Four 
STUDENTS. THEM A PLACE \ 
TO TRAIN, AWAY 
~~ AR 
WHEN KIDS YESS wv, . PRESGURE. 
HAVE ABILITIES 


PEOPLE NOT Ly 
TONOTICE. !JUST FOLLOWED NY 
THE TALK ABOUT @ 
STRANGE KIDS WITH THIS BUILDING 
POWERS To SEE IF ‘ LOOKS FAMILIAR. 
THEY WERE REFERRING » 
ee, To STONEKEEPERS. 


20 


a =a 


VBUILT THIS 1 Wns DESIGNED 
PARTICULAR 6 EMULATE THE 
\ STRUCTURE 


TEAROOM IN THE 


GUARDIAN COUNCIL 
BA CHAMBER ON CIELIS. 


I VALUED THE PLEASE MAKE 
MANY TALKS WE OURSELVES 
HAD THERE. 


AND | WANTED 
To RECREATE THAT 


XPERIENCE FOR 
MY STUDENTS. 


[ q 


IK 
% 
\ < 
NS 


RESEARCH. WE'RE 
STUDYING THE VOID AND 
WORKING ON THEORIES 

FOR HOW IT WORKS. 


WHAT You SEE 
THERE IS A VERY 
SIMPLE MODEL OF 
QUR UNIVERSE, 


(D0 NOT BELIEVE 
IN BEGINNINGS OR 
ENDINGS. ONLY 
CHANGES. 


FOR THE SAKE 
OF THE MODEL, THE 
SPHERE AT THE NEXUS 
CAN REPRESENT A 
BEGINNING, IF YOu 


LIKE 1 SAID, THE > 

MODEL ISASIMPLE aay 
ILLUSTRATION OF 
A COMPLEX IDEA. 


THE SPHERE 
IN THE CENTERS 
THE BEGINNING? / 


XN 


IF EVERY ACTION 
HAS AN OPPOSITE AND 
EQUAL REACTION, THEN 

WE CAN PRESUME EVERY 
PARTICLE MOVING THROUGH 
SPACE HAS A TWIN PARTICLE 

MOVING IN THE OPPOSITE 

DIRECTION. 


THE ENDPOINTS, 

OF THESE OPPOSING 
VERTICES REPRESENT 
PARTICLES THAT CREATE 
WHAT WE MIGHT CALL 
ALTERNATE REALITIES. 


THE BLUE WIRE 
REPRESENTS US, 
THE STONEKEEPERS. 


YOu BELIEVE THE VOID 
1S MORE THAN A PLACE 
FOR DREAMS AND 
MEMORIES? 
AKIND OF ROAD 
BETWEEN ALTERNATE 
REALITIES? 


SINCE IT’S CUR 
TURN To TRY AND 
FIGURE THINGS 
OUT. 


Read 


WE BELIEVE THAT THE 
MOTHER STONE AND THE 


AMULETS CARVED FROM IT 


ALLOW US To TRAVEL 
ACROSS AND BETWEEN 
ALTERNATE REALITIES. 


WE CAN ESSENTIALLY 
SURF THE WAVES OF THESE 
REALITIES BY WAY OF 

. THE VOID. 


LIKE 1SAID, 
THIS 1S ALL 
RESEARCH. 

WE ONLY HAVE 
THESE SIMPLIFIED 
MODELS To HELP 
US UNDERSTAND. Af 


'HONESTLY DON’T 
THINK OUR. MINDS ARE 
STRONG ENOUGH TO 
UNDERSTAND HOW 
THE VOID WORKS. 


OLD FOLKS CAN 
GIVE IT A REST-- 


WANT RESPECT, 
BE RESPECTFUL. 
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IVE NEVER SEEN SO 
MANY STONEKEEPERS 
IN ONE PLACE. 


FA UNCOMFORTABLE. 


iW: 


MOST OF CUR TRAINING 
HAS BEEN FOCUSED 
ON BUILDING. 


FAST CONSTRUCTION 
WILL BE NEEDED, So 
WE ARE PREPARING 
To PROVIDE IT. 
WE ARE 
ALSO WORKING 
ON SHADOW 


RONIN TELLS 
US YOU'RE HER 


WHAT DO You 
STUDY HERE? 


WIE BRING PEOPLE ouT 


OF THE INFLUENCE OF 
THE SHADOWS. 

MANY OF THE MOST 
PROMISING BUILDERS ARE 
AFFLICTED, SO WE NEED 
To FREE THEM FROM THE 
DARKNESS AND RECRUIT 
THEM To HELP. 


WE ARE TRAINED * 
/ To EXPEL SHADOWS 


ESCAPE DESPAIR. 
WHEN WE ARE 
BY SUCCESSFUL, THEY 
BECOME GREAT 


WE HAVE TURNED ARCUND 
ENTIRE VILLAGES THAT HAVE 
BEEN CURSED. 

IF ENOUGH OF THE 
CURSED TOWNSPEOPLE 
ARE SKILLED, THEY 
\ REBUILD THE TOWN 
THEMSELVES. 
: THATS WHY 
BY SCOUTING AND 
Bl RESEARCH ARE So 


IMPORTANT, _ WEHAVE To 
Seles PICK THE RIGHT 


| HAVE BEEN A STONEKEEPER WE DIDN'T KNOW 
FOR OVER FIFTY YEARS, AND | IT WAS POSSIBLE. 
HAVE NEVER ATTEMPTED To 
NOT UNTIL 
BREAK A SHADOW'S CURSE. RONIN SHOWED 


US HOW To 
OIT. 


DON'T YOu 
REMEMBER. 
OUR TALKS? 


/ YOU AGREED WITH 
ae THE COUNCIL THAT A 
CURSED INDIVIDUAL-- 
ESPECIALLY CURSED 
STONEKEEPERS--COULD 
NOT BE CURED. 


ISAID THAT | 
BELIEVED THEY 
COULD CURE 
THEMSELVES 


AND | WAS OSTRACIZED 
FOR SAYING THIS. OU DIDN'T 
DEFEND ME OR GIVE ME A 
CHANCE TO PROVE IT. 
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WHEN A STONEKEEPER WHAT SHOULD 
SHOWED SIGNS OF BEING 
CURSED OR LOSING WE HAVE DONE? 
CONTROL, THEY WERE 
TREATED AS THOUGH 
THEY WERE BROKEN. 
> INTHE WORST 
STTUATIONS, THEY 
WERE IMPRISONED 
OR KILLED. 


THE COUNCIL 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
PATIENT WITH ia 
THEM. PA 


YJOUNG BIRDS GO INTO A 
FIT OF DISCOMFORT--AN 
AWKWARD STAGE——WHEN 
THEY MOLT THEIR EARLY 

FEATHERS-- 


THEY GO THROUGH THIS 
PROCESS IN ORDER TO 

GROW THE FEATHERS THEY 
WILL NEED To FLY. 


THE COUNCIL SAW 


STONEKEEPERS LOSING whee Eva euch 
CONTROL AS A SIGN OF 
FAILURE OR SICKNESS, 


AND | LET MYSELF 
LOSE CONTROL OF 
LOSS OF CONTROL 
Nor AN cUTCOMe MY POWER. 
NOT AN OUTCOME. 

$0 | DECIDED 

To SEE FOR 


BUT | SUSPECTED 


[FOUND MYSELF IN. [aS 
A STRANGE VERSION | 
OF THE VOID. 


=— 


e% 
BY) | DONT RECALL THE Ry 
A DETAILS OF MY 


JOURNEY, 


BUT | MANAGED 
To FIND MY WAY 
BACK. 


UPON MY RETURN, 
FELT DIFFERENT. 


VPELT LIKE 1 HAD 
ACLEAR VISION FOR 


URNEW WHAT 
. INEEDED To Do. 
MY PURPOSE IN : : 
THIS LIFE. 


—. 
| WOULD NEED To 
TRAIN NEW BUILDERS, 
AND | WOULD NEED To 
TRAIN THEM To TRAVEL 


: THATS WHEN 
ON A DIFFICULT PATH. 


| LEFT THE 
ANDINEEDED © eee 


COUNCIL. 
aed & z 


* <ctaIe 


EACH OF THESE 
VSET UP THISBASE — ctupeNTS LOST CONTROL 


HERE IN THE ROCK 
OF THEIR POWERS AT 
QUARRY IN ORDER TO ONE POINT, AND WE 


PROTECT NOT JUST THE 

STONEKEEPERS, BUT THE Vet e 

PROCESS THAT ALLOWS 
THEM To GROW. 


WE'VE HAD 
SOME EPIC 39 MY NAMEIS 
FIGHTS IN WEST. WHEN | 
HERE. LOSE CONTROL, 
aj | TURN INTOA 
WYVERN. 


YOU WERE A REAL PAIN 
TO WRANGLE BACK To A 
NATURAL STATE. 
Be a e I TRANSFORMED 
INTO A SEA SERPENT AND 
TERRORIZED A FISHING VILLAGE 
BEFORE COMING BACK To 
My SENSES. 


MY NAME IS 
JANIS AND MY 
GIANT FORM IS 

DIFFICULT To 
DESCRIBE. 


I SUPPOSE 
TIS-- 


JANIS TURNS INTO 


BREN TURNS 
A tA ly noAcunt i 


SUGGEST NOT TNR 
MY NAME IS SAL AGIELS 
GETTING ONHER Bren, AND MY FORM I yEpy Cute. 


BAD SIDE. 1S PROBABLY THE 
SILLIEST ONE. 


HEY, IT CAN 
BE SCARY! 


WELL, FOR WHAT 


ITS WORTH, You 
HAVE ALL SHOWN EVERYTHING 
TREMENDOUS WE'VE TRAINED To 


COURAGE. | DO, WE'VE LEARNED 


FROM RONIN, 
NEVER ALLOWED 


MYSELF To LET Go 
OF CONTROL. la =i 


AND NOW ITIS 
TIME To PUT ALL OUR 
THEORIES INTO 
PRACTICE. 


WE ARE GOING To 
BE THROWN INTO THE 
FIRE WITHOUT MUCH TIME 
TO GAIN FAMILIARITY WITH 
QUR SURROUNDINGS. WHERE DO | 
{ WE BEGIN? 


WE START 


BY HELPING RIVA 
ASH REBUILD THE 
CITY OF LUCIEN 
ABOVEGROUND. 
WE NEED To 
DESIGN IT To ALLOW 
PROPER LOCATION. 
a 
THE REUNIFICATION DARK FORCES WILL 
OF THE TWO CITIES ALWAYS EXIST AND 
AND THE RETURN OF WORK AGAINST YOU. 
THE GUARDIAN COUNCIL = WE WILL HAVE To 
WILL SIGNIFY A NEW a CONTINUE OUR WORK 
ERA OF PEACE IN ~ WHILE FIGHTING BACK 
. THE SHADOWS. 


ALLEDIA. 


WILL ALWAYS EXIST 
AROUND EVERY 


THIS BATTLE WILL BE 
WON THROUGH PATIENCE 
AND SLOW, MEASURED 
STEPS FORWARD. 


WE BUILD. DEFEND. 
AND WE KEEP MOVING 
FORWARD. 


qo 


"ters sust 
GET THIS THING | 


STARTED. 


NX 
To REMEMBER 
| WHAT You CAN FOR 
BP THE NEXT TIME 


JUST MAKE 
SURE To MAKE 


| BETTER CHOICES 
h FROM NOW ON. 


MUCH AS You 


CAN LEARN-- 


chy 


| JUST WISH | HAD 
(T TOGETHER LIKE 


THESE KIDS. 


1 FEEL 
LIKE | LOST 
So MuCH 


SEEING YOu 
TEACH AND LEAD 
IS IMPRESSIVE. 


AND NOT AT 


COMES FROM WHAT 
| LEARNED FROM 
You, VIGO. 


WISH | HAD 
FOLLOWED THAT 
ADVICE AS WELL 

AS You HAVE. 


VTuese KIDS DIDNT YES 


NEED To MAKE THE 
MISTAKES VIGO AND | 
DID To LEARN WHAT 9 
THEY KNOW. THEY ARE JUST “J 
QUICKER To TRUST 
THEIR INSTINCTS. 


THEY ARE QUICKER 
To BELIEVE IN 
THEMSELVES. 


{ ITSGOING 
To TAKE SOME 


qu 


VY KE you, 
MINOT AGAINST 
LOOKING UP To 
THOSE WHO ARE 


i 


| 
| 


v 


1B 
y 
~~ 


“Sl 
Dy” JUST REMEMBER 
THAT IT WAS RONIN 
WHO TAUGHT HERSELF 
ALL OF THIS, AND SHE 1S 
THE ONE WHO TAUGHT 
. THESE KIDS. 


IT WASN'T 
VIGO, HER TEACHER, 
OR ANYONE ELSE. 


= 

CONCERNED ABOUT 
WHETHER WE ARE 
DOING ENQUGH-- 


WHEN ALL THAT 
MIGHT BE REQUIRED 
IS THAT WE STAY OUT 
OF THEIR WAY. 


Qa 


7 ABOVE THE 
CLOUDS, THE WORLD 
1S SUCH A PEACEFUL 


17S DIFFICULT | AOD STONEKEEPER-- 


To IMAGINE THAT 
BELOW THOSE CLOUDS, 
AWARIS RAGING. 


WHEN THINGS 
GET TERRIBLE ON 
THE SURFACE, | TRY 
To REMIND MYSELF 
WHAT IT’S LIKE UP 


| CAN SENSE 
THAT 10U ARE 
FALLING AS 


. ~/ WE SHOULD STOP 
| To TAKE A BREAK 
AND ALLOW You 


44 


RY 
WE CAN STOP ‘= 
AT ENOK) CANYON. WS, 
THERE WE WILL ALSO 

FIND FOOD To EAT. f 


qs 


) 


AN 


=] 
6) 


; —= 
ye Pa’ REST EASY, 
> wae 
bY WE WILL 
STAND Wy 
WATCH. 
N 


VJ 
as 


\. Wee 


(TIS TIME 
FOR You To 
CHOOSE A 


YOu SPEAK 
AS IF YOU ARE 
IN CONTROL. 


YOU HAVE NO 
POWER OVER ME, 


\Ko 


YOu ARE 
RIGHT. 


BUT WE ARE 
BOTH SERVANTS 
OF MY MASTERS. 


WHO ARE THESE 
MASTERS YOU KEEP 
TALKING ABOUT? 


YOUR KIND 
ARE NOT READY | 
To KNOW THEM. 


ME? 


AMIREADY 
To KNOW WHO 
MY KIND? Be THEY ARE? 


YOU MEAN 
HUMANS? 


1 CAN SHOW 
YOu HOW To 


CONTACT THEM. 


AMONG 
OTHERS. 


THEY EXIST 
AROUND US BUT 
ARE NOT SEEN. 


MY MASTERS DO 
NOT COMMUNICATE 
WITH JUST ANYONE. 


AND THEY HAVE 
TAKEN AN INTEREST 
IN You. 


\ THEY KNOW 
K WHO | AM? 


THEY HAVE BEEN 
WATCHING YOUR : 
JOURNEY CLOSELY. THEY NEED 


Your HELP. 


THEIR HOME PLANET 
IS LOCATED IN A NEARBY 
GALAXY AND IT IS DYING. 


THEY ARE HERE TO SEE IF 
OTHER LIFE-FORMS CAN 


SUCCEED WHERE THEY : 4 THEIR HABITAT 
HAVE FAILED. 'S COMPROMISED 


AND THEY WANT To 
REVERSE COURSE. 


THEY ARE 
HOPING SOMEONE 
HERE CAN HELP 
THEM FIND A 
SOLUTION. 


THEY ARE THEY EXIST ON A 


RIGHT HERE IN PARALLEL TIMELINE 
THIS ROOM. : THAT CAN BE ACCESSED 
BY THE POWER OF 
THE STONE. 


YOUR POWERS 
CAN GENERATE WAVES 
OF ENERGY THAT YOu 
MAY USE To SHINE 
ALIGHT ON THIS TWILL SIMPLY 
HIDDEN WORLD. REQUIRE FINDING THE 
RIGHT WAVELENGTH 
AND INFUSING IT 
WITH ENERGY. 
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HOW CANT 
BELIEVE ANYTHING 
You Say? 
WHAT DO 1 HAVE 
TOGAINIF WHAT 
SAY ISN'T TRUE? 7 


USE THE LIGHT 
FROM YOUR STONE 
AND STAFF, AND 
SEE FOR YOURSELF. 


USE YOuR 
POWER TO 
LIGHT YOUR 


PINNG/ 
i aX 
tag 


{ 


rh A 


or yah 
\ 


pes 


ARE You A 
PROGRAM? 


THAT IS 
CORRECT, 


| HAVE TAKEN MY 
NAME FROM THE 
PLACE! WAS BORN. 


THE INTELLIGENT 
KINEMATIC OPERATIONS. 
LABORATORY. ALSO 
KNOWN AS IKOL. 


You AND THE 
MASTERS ARE NOT 
FROM TYPHON, 
ARE YOU? 


» NO. WE ARE 
WE ARE LIKE You-- 


NoT. 
YS 
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YOu HAVE TOLD 
Me REPEATEDLY 
TO FIND MY 
FAMILY-- 


BuT THE CLOSEST 
THING | HAVE To A 
FAMILY-- 


THE PLANET 
THEY NEED HELP 


IT’S EARTH, 
ISN'T IT? 


YOU HAVE 
BEEN ON A LONG 
JOURNEY TO 
UNDERSTANDING 


YOUR POWER, ITISNOW 


TIME FOR You 
TO GOHOME. 


WE HAVE To LEAVE THESE 
PLANETS IN BETTER SHAPE BUT IF WE DON'T 
THAN WE FOUND THEM. STOP THE CONFLICT 
WE DON’T LEAVE HERE, IT WILL FIND 


UNTIL WE DO THAT. ITS WAY BACK To 


1AM GOING 
TO NEED YOUR 
MASTERS’ HELP. 


I DON'T KNOW 
HOW MANY OF YOu 
ARE OUT THERE-- 


BUT I NEED 
YOU TO GO FIND 
MY FAMILY AND 

LET THEM KNOW 
WHERE | AM. 


BRING 
US BACK 
TOGETHER. 


AND TAKE 
US To THE 
SHADOWS. 


Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOnline 


SILAS CREATED 
WONDROUS TOYS 
BIG AND SMALL. 


p/ SOME OF THEM 
ARE AS INTRICATE 
AS THEIR REAL-LIFE 
INSPIRATIONS. 
, SUCH AS THIS 
GOLDEN MOTH. 


WB 


HE INTENDED 
FOR THESE ToYS 
TO HELP us. 


AND THEY 


HAVE HELPED 
‘ us. 


BUT THEIR HELP 
HAS COME AT A 


BECAUSE OF 
THEM, WE MAY BE 
LOSING A SENSE OF 
WHO AND WHAT 

.  WEARE. 


HOW MUCH 

VIORSE DO 
THINGS GET IN 
THE FUTURE? 


WHO SAID 
THINGS WILL 
GET WORSE? 
NOT WORSE. 
JUST DIFFERENT. 


THE CHANGES WILL 
BE UNCOMFORTABLE, 
BUT THE DISCOMFORT 
IS ONLY TEMPORARY. 


You KNOW YOu 
ARE ABOUT To EMBARK 
ON AVERY DANGEROUS 

MISSION? 


WE ARE ENTERING 
THE QUIET BEFORE 
THE STORM. 
| HAVE GROWN 
ACCUSTOMED TO 
IE FEELING. 


FORWARD To THE SENSE 
: OF ANTICIPATION. 


ISIT WRONG 
To NOT BE 
AFRAID? 


IT JUST MEANS 
YOU KNOW THAT 
YOU ARE PREPARED. 


THIS LITTLE Qi 
MACHINE HAS NAVIN'S. 


COORDINATES. 


IT WILL TAKE 
YOU TO WHERE HE AND 
MOM ARE LOCATED. 


THIS LEG OF 
Ta THE JOURNEY WILL 
NOT BE EASY. 


WILL BE... 
CONSEQUENCES. 
So PREPARE FOR 

THE WORST. 


\s 
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WHAT 
a. MEAN? y) 


yp aD 


=| 
— - Z 
: JO ARE 
> = vo sen 
a) c= 2 y} 
yo \ 2. = 
=e 


5 


runs gust 
a TLS TO 


7 ower, W 
IDIDFIND Je 


ae” s 
SP a racrine NY 
SY THAT CAN HELP 
US LOCATE MY 
FAMILY. 


Mat 


re 


DON’T THINK 
WE HAVE MUCH 
CHOICE BUT TO 
FOLLOW IT. 
EVEN IF IT'S 
ONLY FOLLOWING 
THE WIND. 


THEN WE WILL 
RIDE ALONG WITH 
You AND THE 


WY THESE TIMES REMIND 
ME OF SOMETHING QUR 
PARENTS USED To 


tat Ge at. ' Bay THAT OUR SURNINAL 


MAY HINGE ON THE 
ACTIONS OF OTHERS 
a4 WHO ARE FAR AWAY 


AND IF WE WORK \ 
To DO RIGHT BY 
THEM 


THE GOLBEZ CYCLE, ALLEDIA 


\\q 


00 WE REALLY 
HAVE To REVIEW 
THIS MORE? IF YOU ARE 
NOT PREPARED AND 
FOCUSED, You WILL 
FACE DEFEAT. 


I'M THE FIRST 
IN MY FAMILY To 
WALK AWAY FROM 
THE THRONE. 


IM AFRAID 
| HAVE LET MANY 
ELVES DOWN. 


| THOUGHT 
WHAT You DID 
WAS ADMIRABLE. 


SURROUNDED BY_ 
Yee, smertious Peopte 
2 ALL MY LIFE. 
A —— THEY WOULD 
Vr ] [7 smoeminien Ve 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY IF 
‘any f\ THEY BELIEVED rf woul 
Wem HELP THEM SucceED. 


\ZO 


BUT YOU DECIDED 
To ELEVATE YOUR 
ADVERSARY BECAUSE 
OU BELIEVED IT WAS 
BEST FOR THE 
ELVES. WE NEVER 
SEEN ANYTHING 


POWER BY FORCE AND 
PUTTING ASIDE OUR 
EMOTIONS IS WHAT 

LEADERSHIP REQUIRES? 


IS THAT NOT HOW 
KINGS SUCCEED? 


IF ATTAINING 
RESOURCES AND POWER 
ISTHE DESIRED GOAL, 
THEN YES. 
IF THE GOAL IS 
TO BRING ABOUT PEACE, 
THEN I THINK ‘YOu DID 
THE RIGHT THING. 


7 \WESEEN POWER 
AL CORRUPT AND DESTROY i 
THE ONES | LOVE. Fi THIS IS WHY 


| ADMIRE WHAT 
\ YouDID. 


vay 


HOW ARE You 
GUYS DOING? 


COME ONIN AND ” 
MAKE YOURSELVES 
AT HOME! 


WE'RE ABOUT 
To BEGIN UR 
APPROACH INTO 
CIELIS. 


‘You BOTH 
GET FRONT- 
ROW SEATS! 


THIS WILL BE THE 


LAST TIME WE SEE 
CIELIS IN THE SKY. 


LOOK, | KNOW 
WHY IT NEEDS To 
RE 


SERIOUSLY! : 
WHY DON’T THEY 
JUST LEAVE IT UP 

HERE? 


JUST LET ME 

ENJOY THIS FINAL, 

FLEETING MOMENT 
OF ADVENTURE. 


IT'S HARD To 
BELIEVE WE'RE 
REALLY HERE. / 


YOu ALL KNOW 
WHAT THIS MEANS, 
RIGHTe 
IT MEANS WE 
ARE A PART OF THE 
STORIES NOW. 


\24 


You FOUND A 
NEW GROUP OF 
YOUNG STONE- 


HELLO, 
MISS PINE. 


TUNDERSTAND. 


NONEED To THANK 
EXPLAIN. TOU, RONIN. 


7 \iep, SINE YOu LEFT, ; 
THE SHADOWS HAVE BEGUN To THE NEED FOR THE 
TAKE OVER THE CITIZENS —— SKILLS THAT THESE 


OF CIELIS. STONEKEEPERS BRING TO 


WE HAVE ONCE AGAIN 
HAD To CLOSE BUSINESSES oo ER 


AS WE ATTEMPT TO HELP 
THOSE WHO ARE AFFLICTED... 
WITH MIXED RESULTS. 


7 HOPE YOU AND 
] JOUR STUDENTS ARE 
READY FOR THIS, 
RONIN. 


FIRST, WE GET EVERYONE 
ae a oe IN ALLEDIA MUST 
ol know THAT THE 
THEN WE RETURN 
SHADOWS. GELS TO THE LAND "eee 


AND ITS PEOPLE. S RETURNED. 


\L6 


GET AWAY 
FROM US, YOu 
SCOURGE! 


& "JANIS, READY 
ale To ASSIST WITH 

(KIND SNOT P THIS ONE? 

\ WELCOME yA of 

HERE! 


of STONEKEEPERS 
ARE NOT WELCOME 
HERE IN CIELIS! 


HIDING? 
| YOUHIDING, | 1 HAVE 
MY FRIEND? A WX NOTHING To 
A HIDE!!! 


LISTEN, THEN] 


SHADOWS ARE GOING 
TO COME BACK FOR 
You, BUT YOU CAN 
KEEP THEM QUT OF 
YOUR HEAD IF You 
GET YOUR MIND 


7 THEY FEED ON 
FEAR, FEELINGS 
OF GUILT, AND 


( MEAN BY UNFINISHED 
\ BUSINESS? 


SECRETS THAT MAKE 
YOU VULNERABLE 
To THE SHADOWS. 


(HAVE A WIFE. 
ASON. A DAUGHTER, 
| ABANDONED THEM To 
COME HERE AND PURSUE 
My DREAMS. 


WHEN | BEGAN To 
REALIZE THE MISTAKES 
| HAD MADE, THAT'S 
WHEN THE SHADOWS 
GOT ME. 


\2q4 


/ — BUTIFEEL $0 
I TERRIBLE FOR WHAT 
\ 1 HAVE DONE. 


pf YOUHELP OTHERS? 
1 CAN GIVE HOPE To 
: N OTHERS LIKE ME. 


y YOUWILLEND % 
UP SPREADING THE 
BURDEN You CARRY jj 

ONTO THE SHOULDERS 

\ OF THOSE AROUND 


FAMILY AND TREAT 
THEM WELL. 


You CAN HELP 
KEEP THEM FROM 
FALLING To THE 
SHADOWS AS You 


LISTEN-- 
YOU NEED 
ON GETTING YOURSELF 
TOGETHER FIRST. 
HELPING OTHERS 
WILL NOT HELP You 
SOLVE THE PROBLEMS 

\ THAT HAUNT ‘YOU, 


MAKE AMENDS 

WT THEM. J} 
STABILME 

YOUR LIFE WITH 


FIND US So You 
CAN HELP. 


THANK You, 
STONEKEEPER! 


AND HE WILL 
BE UNDER A 
SHADOW’S SPELL 
ONCE AGAIN. 


AND WE WON'T BE 
ABLE To KEEP DOING 
THIS FOR EVERYONE THERE SIMPLY 
WHOIS AFFLICTED. ARE NOT ENOUGH 
OF US To FULFILL 
THE NEED FOR HELP. 


THEN WE WILL 
NEED To PREPARE 
OTHERS To FOLLOW 
OUR LEAD. 
THAT BEGINS BY 
MAKING SURE THEY 
KNOW WE ARE HERE. 


ITS TIME FOR 
CIELIS AND THE GUARDIAN 
COUNCIL To RETURN 
HOME TO WINDSOR. 


SERGEANT BIRCH, 
ARE YOU SPYING ON J 


MISS PINE? 


| HAVE BEEN 
PROGRAMMED BY 
SILAS CHARNON To 
WORK IN THE BEST 
INTERESTS OF THE 
PEOPLE OF CIELIS. 


My JOB IS NOT 
SIMPLY ABOUT 
STAYING IN POWER, 


TELL EVERYONE 
TO PREPARE To GIVE 
CONTROL BACK To THE 
GUARDIAN COUNCIL. 


GENERAL PUK, ™ 
WE HAVE EVIDENCE To 
SUGGEST THERE IS A PLOT 
TO TAKE CONTROL OF 
CIELIS AWAY FROM US. 
THE RINGLEADER |S 


OUR CHIEF ARCHITECT, 
SS MAY PINE. 


ARE YOU SERIOUSLY 
CONSIDERING PUTTING 
THE FATE OF CIELIS IN 
THE HANDS OF 
CHILDREN?! 


THESE “CHILDREN” 
ARE ALSO AIDED BY TWO 
POWERFUL FORMER 
MEMBERS OF THE 
GUARDIAN COUNCIL. 


Look AT WHAT 
HAPPENS WHEN WE 
PUT THE CITY'S. 
FATE IN YOUR 


BESIDES, THEY NS 
AREAGROUP OF THEY COULD 
STONEKEEPERS. SIMPLY TAKE CONTROL 

By FORCE IF THEY 
WANTED To. 


IT WOULD BE 
VERY UNWISE To 
DISMISS THIS GRouP 
AS BEING UNFIT 


TREAT THEM 
WITH RESPECT. 


“ WELCOME BACK 
TO CIELIS, HONORABLE 
STONEKEEPERS! 


PRETEND To BE 


FRIENDS. You NEED § 


QUR HELP. 
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WE NEED ACCESS 
TO THE ENGINE 
CORE BENEATH 

CIELIS. 


a 
PLEASE 
TAKE US 
THERE. / 


So PLEASE 
EXCUSE MY 
APPREHENSION 
AND CAUTIOUS 
APPROACH. 


MAX GOT IN HERE 
BY TELLING YOU 
EVERYTHING YOU 
pclae WANTED To HEAR. 
ACCESS THE ENGINE. [PIM GOING To TELL 
CORESINCE Max Jf YOU THE TRUTH EVEN 
fe IF YOu DON'T WANT 
To HEART. 
1AM NOT 
MAX GRIFFIN. 


1 CAN SEE I THINK You 
WHY THE OLD WILL FIND THAT 
COUNCIL AND YOU THINGS HAVE CHANGED 
DIDNOTSEEEYE — AROUND HERE FOR 
EYE. THE BETTER. 


THEABSENCE OF THEY 
MOTHER STONE HAS 
FORCED US TO MINE 
FOR ANY REMAINING 
STONE POWER TO 
KEEP US AFLOAT. 


UNFORTUNATELY, WE 
HAVE NOT HAD MUCH LUCK 
PROCURING THE RESOURCES, 
SO CIELIS HAS BEEN SLOWLY 
SINKING BELOW THE CLOUDS. 


MAYBE THE 
CITY 1S TRYING 
TO TELL YOu 
SOMETHING. 


IT SEEMS To 
WANT To RETURN 
To THE GROUND. iS 
WHY FORCE IT ws Pa 
To REMAIN IN THE : 
CLOUDS? ass Diy VIE CAN'T 
= JUST CHANGE 
EVERYTHING. ff 


Maaw:: 
W = AFRAID OF 
CHANGING THINGS, 
LET US HELP. 


Vas. 


IFIWERE To 
REFUSE YOUR HELP, 
WOULD YOU ACCEPT Ja 

By My REFUSAL? 


No... 
GUESS | 


YOU ALREADY 
HAVE THE POWER To 
MAKE THE CHANGES. 


IF YOU ARE HOPING 
To BE THE LEADERS, THEN 
PE | ‘OUDON'T NEED To WAIT FOR | 
ANYONE'S PERMISGION. 


JUST BE SURE 
TO LEAD US WELL. 


PUT YOURSELFIN 


THE SHOES OF OTHERS 
WHENEVER POSSIBLE. 


AND BE DECISIVE 
IN YOUR ACTIONS. 


THEN LET'S 
BEGIN NOW. 


THE ENGINE 
{ CORE IS STARTING \/@ pes #7 We HAVE AN 
=\ TO POWERUP ON Bie Rone ALTERNATE 

S p POWER SouRCE 


<A) 
Say ARE YOU 
BSS. PLUGGED IN? 
Q\ 2 4 


BEGINNING OUR 
DESCENT To THE 
SURFACE NOW. 


WB 


It 


iP ain 
HL Tes 
? Look, DAD! 
{ THEY'RE GOING 
I away! J 


las 


WHAT DID | 
7 TELL YOu ABOUT 
BEING AT THE 
h WINDOW, KALI?! 
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SIR, WE ARE LOSING 
ELEVATION VERY 


i Ay) 
| } Sse 
WT ARENT MovING Too 


ia 


HOPE ‘You 
KNOW WHAT You 
ARE DOING, STCNE- 


You MAY RELAX 
NeW. 


\3q 


THEY ARE : 
GOOD STUDENTS. : THANK */0U 


YOU TAUGHT 


AS SOON AS 
THEY FEEL THEY 
Sy NO LONGER NEED 
US, THEY WILL BE 
A ADVERSARIES 
AGAIN. 


UNTIL SILAS’S ToYS 
FOUND A WAY To 


1 DON'T 
BELIEVE THIS IS 
A RESPONSIBILITY 
WE CAN JUST WALK 
AWAY FROM. — | RECOMMEND 
MAKING THE BEST | P 
OF IT. 


\4O 


THIS 1S WHAT 
WE HAVE BEEN 


\W\ 


ALY, HOLD 
ON. | NEED To 
REST FORA 
SECOND. 


JUST MAKE SURE 
NOT To LET YOURSELF 
GET Too COLD. 


STAYINGON THE =~ 
MOVE WILL KEEP You 
WARM AND HELP US 


Dy TSS WA 
MORE FUN. 


vay 


WHY COULDN'T 
WE JUST FLY UP 
HERE? 


THE JETS WOULD 
HAVE DISTURBED THE 
GADOBA TREES. 


:y ‘ iy IT GETS 
ee I THINK WE { BETTERON THE 
| HAVE DIFFERENT , 

IDEAS ABOUT WHAT 

FUNIS. 


\us. 


ONE MORE 
STEP AND WE 
CAN HEAD BACK 


> 


Sal 


OH, HOW 
WONDERFUL. 
WE HAVE A NEW 
NEIGHBOR. 


f —— 


WE WILL TAKE GOOD \\ 
CARE OF OURNEW | 
BROTHER AND HELP 
HIM GROW AND 


INRETURN, HEN 
WILLHELP OTHERS Hib 
ON THIS PLANET. © 


. 


7 ITISOURHOPE 
THAT OU, AND OU 
A. KIND SUCCEED. 


YOu HAVE 
COME HERE 
To STOP THE 
SHADOWS, YES? 


JUST REMEMPER 
YOUR TRAINING AND 
TRUST YOUR 
INSTINCTS. 


FOR ICY PATCHES 
OF SNOW! 


STAY ON 
YOUR TOES! 


\4e 
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SEE YOU AT 
THE BOTTOM! 
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COMMANDER. 
NAVIN! CAPTAIN 
HUNTER! 


WE'RE RETURNING 
FROM DELIVERING A 
GADOBA SAPLING 
TO AGROVE. 


WHAT'S THE 
EMERGENCY? 


= 
DID YOU NOT 
HEAR ON THE 
COMM LINK? J 


STONEKEEPER 
GIANTS ARE 
HEADED To 
CAMP. 
7 OPERATION 
LIGHTWAVE IS. 
AGO! ff 


\so 
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JAIDOH, WE'VE 4s arcs eee 
Ne  usris SMOUNT TEPAS-— 
: THEN BLOW UP 
Rs ictitwaver WHAT THEY BELIEVE 
a ) IS THE SHADOWS’ 


P BUT THEY DON'T 
CARE, KID. 


THEY HAVEN'T DONE 
ANY SCOUTING 


WERE WALKING 
INTO A DEATH 


17 SOUNDS LIKE 
THEY'RE GIVING 
UP THE FIGHT. 


THEY JUST DON’T 
KNOW WHAT ELSE 
Too. 


\s\ 


THEN WHY ARE 

WE FOLLOWING 

THESE ORDERS, 
JAIDOH? 


BECAUSE THAT 
IS OUR JOB, 
COMMANDER. 


AS OTHERS 
WILL TELL You. 


MOMENTS LIKE 
THIS ARE WHY | WORK 
ON AN AMBULANCE AND 
NOT IN COMMAND. 


TEND To BE 
VERY SKEPTICAL 
\ OF LEADERSHIP. 


I DONT THINK WE HAVE WE CAN'T WIN A 


MUCH OF A CHOKE. WE FGATAGANST AMIEL cap. WEHELP To 

GO To BATTLE WITH THE / MINIMIZE THE 

OTHERS AND HELP To DAMAGE. 
MINIMIZE DAMAGE. 


AT LEAST YOU 


WELCOME BACK, é 

COMMANDER AND SECURED US A 

CAPTAIN! DID You \ SMALL VICTORY 
DELIVER THE 


SAPLING? 


WHAT'S THE 
SCOUTING REPORT 
ON MOUNT 
TEPAS? 


WHILE THE VOLCANO 

HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF 
TROUBLEIN THE PAST, 
| SEE NO EVIDENCE OF 


IT BEING THE SOURCE 
OF THE SHADOWS. 
I THINK THE 
GENERAL IS JUST 
LOOKING FOR A 
CLEAR TARGET. 


PY WECANT FIGHT 
THESE FORCES WITHOUT 
EMILY OR THE OTHER 
STONEKEEPERS. 
WE NEED To 
RETURN To 
ALLEDIA AND 
REGROUP. 


\s3 


ee 
& 


THE GENERAL 
IS CALLINGIN. ext cuiNg 


ON THE BIG 4 
own. oe 


AS You MAY HAVE 

HEARD, OURFORCES We pre ALL 
ON ALLEDIA WAVE. THE RESISTANCE 
BEEN DEFEATED. Las LEFT, 


WITH THE RESOURCES 1AM HONORED 
REMAINING, WE WILL SRY To HAVE SERVED 
WAGE AN ALL-OUT & WITH You. 
OFFENSIVE ON THE > _AND rr wil 
SHADOW BASE. BE AN HONOR To 
IF WE CANNOT FIGHT WITH You 
WIN THE WAR ON To THE END. 
ALLEDIA, WE WILL 
GIVE OUR LINES To 
STOP THE SHADOWS 
ONCE AND FOR ALL. 


YOU THINKING 
WHAT 1M 
THINKING? 


\s4 


7 STAYON 
HIGH ALERT. 


ESPECIALLY 
AFTER WHAT 
THAT MAN 
SAID?! 


IF WHAT HE 
SAYS IS TRUE-- EMILY IS OKAY, 
WHAT HAPPENED MOM. = 
To EMILY?! IS SHE] I’M NOT WORRIED 
ALIVE?! Se ABOUT HER. 


Ma) 


HAVE A STRONG 
FEELING. 


WELCOME BACK, 
COMMANDER. 
You ARE CURRENTLY 
EXHIBITING A HIGH 


1S THERE ANYTHING 
1 CAN D0 To HELP 
CALM You DOWN? 


GET S.A.M. FIVE 
READY FOR HAND- 


CANISUGGEST ff 
SOOTHING MUSIC 
INSTEAD? i 


NAVIN, THIS ROBOT WE'RE NOT 
ISAN AMBULANCE, GOING To HAVE 
ITS NOT A CHOICE, 
DESIGNED To 
FIGHT. 


a WHAT ARE You 
DOING, COMMANDER? 


SHUT DOWN 
OUR DEFENSE 
SYSTEMS 
IMMEDIATELY! 


WHOEVER YOu 
ARE THAT HAS TAKEN 
CONTROL OF THE 
RESISTANCE-- 


IKNOW You Way 
ARE LOSING THIS 


OUTNUMBERED, 
LEFT HERE ALL 
ALONE. 


HOW CAN WE i 
BE LOSING? 


ONLY TWO WAYS 
OUT OF THIS 
SITUATION, 
COMMANDER. 


‘YOU CAN EITHER 
LET US BOARD YouR 
VESSEL-- 


HEY, PIL! GENERAL, WE HAVE || YOU HEARD THE 
OUR CONNECTION 
To GENERAL IVus. 
PATCH ME 2 
THROUGH To 
GENERAL PIL. 


A SHADOW STORM COMMANDER! 
S 

YOU ON THE 

INTERCOM! 


\s& 


I DONT KNOW 
HOW WE GET 


OUT OF THIS. 
WE CAN‘T JUST 


GNEUP WITHOUT ules \ 
GINING THEM A 
THE SHADOWS 


HAVE MADE THEIR, 
WAY INSIDE THE 
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(KNOW THERE 
IS NOWHERE FOR 


WY WE HAVE TRAVELED 
I 100 FARAND FOUGHT 
TOO MANY BATTLES... 


FOR US To JUST 
GIVE OURSELVES 
OVER To THE DARK. A 


IF YOU WANT 
My FRIENDS, YOu 
WILL HAVE To GET 
THROUGH ME FIRST! 


IWANT‘YoUTo aa 
EYES, MOM. know THATIAM So. Va 


You DON'T PROUD OF YOUAND J 
HAVE To Look YOUR SISTER. 


\obo 


1M DROPPING 
IN, CORA! 
ar 


Vos 


HELP ME GET 
INSIDE THIS MECH 
WITHOUT DAMAGING 
ITS HULL. 


AND | KNOW 
You HAVE THE 
POWER To 


WeQ 


V20 


PLEASE DON’T 
DO THIS, EMILY. 


1S ONLY 
TRYING To HELP 
EVERYONE. 
TWAS TRYING 
To HELP-- 
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IT WAS You WHO 
REACHED OUT To 
| WHAT You CALL 
ME FOR Hele | ie 


‘YOU POSSESSED iN CAUSED NEEDLESS 


My FAMILY —~ DEATHS -- TREATED PEOPLE 


MANIPULATED LIKE LAB RATS FOR 


~ apie ed YOUR EXPERIMENTS -- 
ey CIVILIZATIONS -- OTHERS FOR YOUR. 


NO. YOU ARE 
NOT HELPFUL 
Li KO. 


pas 
MY Se Sa 
4 —G- s 


1S FORMING IN 
B\, THE SHADOWS. 
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EMILY, DON'T a Sh : Swamy | YOU WERE 
LET HIM IN ge a RIGHT FROM 
Your HEAD. A : ‘ THE START, | SHOULD 
< : NAVIN. NEVER HAVE 
LISTENED To 


BUT | DID LISTEN 
TO HIM, AND NOW1 
HELPED CAUSE ALL 

THIS TROUBLE. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING, 
EMILY? 


NAVIN, RETURN 
TO ALLEDIA AND 
JOIN THE OTHERS. 


HELPTHEM ‘\ 
FIND PEACE AS 
THE SHADOWS 

. DISAPPEAR. 


V8 


HEY, WHATEVER 


YOU'RE PLANNING ue 


To 00, DON’T 
Do IT. 


NEED You 


4 


JOIN US ; Listes HIDE AWAY 
DOWN HERE . 3 He. 
WHERE IT IS j ) 


DOWN HERE 
WE CANNOT 
BE HARMED. 


(TIS BETTER 
DOWN HERE. 


“FIND YOUR 
WAY To THE 
SURFACE. 


THAT MEANS 
DOWN IS. UP. 


YOU ARE 
NOT DAVID 


He ALWAYS DID 
WHAT WAS RIGHT, 
EVEN IF IT HuRT 


You DO EVERY- 
THING To SERVE 
YOURSELF. 


you, Kol, 
ARE AMONSTER. 
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UNIVERSE THAT fe 


B) IS MONSTROUS. 


t/ ANDI SUPPOSE 
YOu BELIEVE YOu 
M CANFIXIT. Zo 


ARE WE 


Ay FRIENDS? =e 


FRIENDS? 


REAL FRIENDS 
DON'T LIE TO EACH 
OTHER, OR USE 
EACH OTHER To 
GET THINGS THEY 
DON'T HAVE. 


ye 
EVERYTHING Tg 
DID FOR You a“ Ss 
| DID FOR 
NOTHING? —¢ 


1AM DONE 
BEING ANGRY. 


1AM DONE 
FEELING GUILTY. 


1AM DONE 
BEING AFRAID. 


| HAVE DECIDED 
INSTEAD THAT | BECAUSE! 
MUST FORGIVE ? NEED To FORGIVE 
YOu. ‘ SELF. 
IKOL, ) 
| FORGIVE 
you. 


/ YOWHAVE FED 

D_| oFFMY ANGER, 

= MYGUILT, MY 
FEAR. 


YOU DRE THE 
RESULT OF ALL 
THESE THINGS. 
AND IAM 
GOING To TAKE 
THEM BACK Now. 


THE TIME FOR 
GAMES IS OVER, 
\KOL. 


(TIS TIME 
FOR You To 
SLEEP, 


BUT | WANT TO 
KEEP PLAYING, 


YOUVE DONE BuT you SAY 
ENOUGH. IVE CREATED 
AMESS. 


| WANT To 


HELP You 
CLEAN IT UP. 


WAY To HELP 
(SFOR YOU To 
GO AWAY 


BUT I CAN 
DO So MUCH. 


TKNOW YOu 
CAN, BUT IT |S 
TIME FOR YOU 


ma 
~ »  YOUNEVER 
ANSWERED MY 
QUESTION. 


ass 
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THE ELVES 
APTER You JUMPED ee 
INTO THE SHADOW i 
CREATURE, EVERY- ee e 
THING CALMED [6 SELVES 4 
DOWN. 


"7 ANOTHER 
1 AMAZING THING 
HAPPENED. 


THIS MUST BE 
HAPPENING IN 
ALLEDIA, Too. 


THE CURSED ARE 
RETURNING To THEIR. 
ORIGINAL SELVES. 


ALTHOUGH | 
DON’T KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED To THESE 

GENTLEMEN. 


{ WERE NOT CURSED 
OR ANYTHING, 


WERE JUST 


WE ALWAYS 
LOOK LIKE THIS. 


THANK YOu FOR THE 
CONCERN, THOUGH. 


| SINCERELY 

APOLOGIZE To THE 

CREW OF S.A.M. 
FIVE. 


My JUDGMENT AND My 
SENSES WERE COMPROMISED, 
, AS WERE THE MINDS OF MY 
ENTIRE CREW. 


THAT DARKNESS 

FUELED THIS ESCALATING 
CONFLICT. 4 

Cea ae 

Spb WE ARE RID 

FAR REACHING. 
OF IKOL, BUT | 
EXPECT HE WILL 
RETURN. 


\Qa 


UNDERSTOOD. 


IN THE MEANTIME, 
WE ASK YOU FOR SOME 
GUIDANCE, STONEKEEPER, 


1 CAN ONLY ASSUME 
You WILL NOW LEAD 


THE GUARDIAN » \) REFRAIN FROM 
COUNCIL-- ENGAGING IN 
‘ POLITICS. 
1 CAN BETTER 
SERVE OTHERS BY 
WORKING OUTSIDE 


HOWEVER, | DO 


ADVISE THAT WE 
RETURN To ALLEDIA To 
HELP OUR FRIENDS. 


| SENSE THEY 
ARE RETURNING 
CIELIS To THE GROUND 
IN ORDER To REUNITE 
THE KINGDOMS. 


fe, WE SHOULD 
UNDERSTOOD. BE THERE To 


OUR FUEL IS 
DEPLETED AND 


THE VEHICLES DONT 


ARE ALL IN BAD 
WE CAN FLY 
SHAPE. BACK. 


1 WILL NEED 
YOURHELP ONE 
UST TIME. 


NAVIN, OU AND 
THE PILOTS WORRY 
ABOUT GETTING THE 
VEHICLES READY. 
1 CAN PROVIDE 
THE POWER-- 


WITH THE 
HELP OF SOME 
NEW FRIENDS. 


You WILL 
ALWAYS HAVE 
OUR SUPPORT. 


WHAT CAN 
WEHELP YOu 
with? 


INEED YOU BOTH To 
HELP ME TRANSPORT 
THIS ARMY BACK To 
ALLEDIA SAFELY. 

(s THE ENTIRE 
ARMY? 


VEHICLES AND 
EVERYTHING? 


(0 You HAVE 
ANY IDEA HOW 
DANGEROUS THIS 


WE ARE GOING TO 
USE THE POWER OF THE 
STONES TO INITIATE 
AHYPERJUMP. 


STOCK ENOUGH FUEL. 
TO MANEUVER TO A SAFE 
LANDING SPOT ON THE 
OTHER SIDE. 


CREW OF S.A.M. FIVE 
READY FOR HYPERJUMP- 
AND EMERGENCY LANDING 


I WOULD LIKE To 
AOD THAT | AM SUPER 
PUMPED ABOUT THIS. 


RESISTANCE ASSAULT 
MECH DIVISION IS READY 
AND AWAITS ORDERS, SIP. 


AUXILIARY 
POWER INCREASING 
PAST CAPACITY! 
AND I THINK IT’S 
ONLY READING THE 
STONE POWER! 


IT APPEARS THE 
STONEKEEPERS ARE 
GENERATING ENOUGH 
FORCE To PROPEL 


| RECOMMEND FASTENING 
YOUR SEAT BELTS AND 
HOLDING ON TIGHT. 


VIGO, YOU REACHED 
QUT To ME FOR HELP 
AFTER ALL THESE 
YEARS. 


AND NOW! 
HAVE HELPED 
You. 


| WOULD NoW LIKE To 
ASK YOU FOR SOMETHING 
IN RETURN. 


(WANT YOu AND 
THE ELF PRINCE To 
STAND DOWN AND 
LEAVE IT To MY 
STUDENTS To LAND 


fl 
BUT You WILL 
NEED OUR 


WE ARE ALL 
\ THE HELP WE 
NEED. 


IF YOU AND TRELLIS IDON’T CARE FOR = poNBUNET 
RETURN CIELIS To THE \I| GLORY, RONIN. NY . 
LAND, rrONLy HELPS) Whe TRUST US TO 
REESTABLISH THE OLD YOu HAVE Two POWERFUL 
WAYS AND WE WILL BE ALLIES AND YOU ASK US 
TO DO NOTHING? 


[HANDLE THIS? 


YOUR STUDENTS SIR, WE HAVE 
HAVE BOUNDLESS TRAINED COUNTLESS 
POTENTIAL, ~‘g 4 HOURS FOR THIS 


BUT THEY ARE 
STILL NEW To 
REAL-WORLD 
EXPERIENCE. 


RONIN HAS. 
TAUGHT US To 
CONTROL OUR 


I SINCERELY 
GIANT FORMS. WE ARE HOPE YOU ARE 


CONTROL YOUR 
GIANT FORM? 


1AM SOMEONE 
WHO BELIEVED--AS 
YOU DO NOW--THAT | 
COULD HARNESS THE 
POWER OF MY GIANT 
‘ORM. 


BROTHER, 

ARE You NOT 
CONCERNED THAT 
THESE CHILDREN ARE 
ILL PREPARED To 
HANDLE THEIR 
POWER? 


LUGER, IT WAS 
A CHILD LIKE THEM 
WHO SAVED BOTH OF 
OUR LIVES. 


WE ASKED THEM 
To BE HERE, SO WE 
NEED To LET THEM 
WORK UNIMPEDED. 


RONIN, VIGO AND | 
WILL STAND AT THE 
READY IN CASE WE 
ARE NEEDED. 
FOR NOW, 
THE STAGE IS 


THANK YOU, WA S 


TRELLIS. 


WITHOUT THEIR 

KNOWLEDGE, WE 

WOULD NOT KNOW 
OUR PATH. 


CLOSE YOUR 
EYES AND BEGIN 


WE BEGIN WITH 
AMEDITATION To 
PAY OUR RESPECTS To 
THE STONEKEEPERS. 
WHO CAME BEFORE 
} US. 


A NOT BE STANDING HERE 
d IN THIS MOMENT. 


LET THE POWER 
COME To You. 


CATCH YOUR 
POWER LIKE A 
WIND IN YOUR , 


WILLING To LET IT 
PASS THROUGH US. 


YOU MUST TRUST 
EACH OTHER. You 
MUST KNoW THAT 
OTHERS ARE AT 
— YOUR SIDE. 


YOu MAKE THE 
DISCOMFORT 


AVY ict tHe Power fol If | , 
B,\P\ vast over ou. J ' 
r a Gf ANE 
2 AWS Ts 


POWER THROUGH RRB 
YOUR THOUGHTS, 
| ee NOT WORDS! 


BEAUTIFUL 
JOB, BREN! }” 


4 STAYIN 
CONTROL AND 


RETURN To YouR 
_ POSITIONS! f° 


=) 


Al | 


THEY REALLY 
ARE IN COMMAND 
OF THER GANT Sie] | svseteTo Be avons 
FORMS! How DID You I 
THOSE FORCES. THEY 
- DO IT, RONIN? Jest know THAT | CANNOT 


I CONSIDERED 


2Oq 


ge BY GIVING THEM THE 
‘ SPACE THEY NEED To 
a TRUST THEMSELVES. 


WITHOUT BELIEF IN 
THEIROWN ABILITIES, 
THEY LOSE CONTROL 
TO FORCES THAT SEEK 
TO TAKE AWAY THEIR 

AGENCY. 


THE OTHERS DO NOT 
APPRECIATE YOUR TALENT. 
THEY DO NOT SEE YouR 
CONTRIBUTIONS. 
NOT LIKE! 
DO, WESTLEY. 


(SEE 


GIVE IN To 
THE STONE'S 
POWER. 


THE OTHERS 
DO NOT CARE 
ABOUT YOU-- 


WE CAN SHOW THEM 
WHAT YOu ARE CAPABLE 
OF, AND THEY WILL 
NEVER UNDERESTIMATE. 
YOU AGAIN! 


YOURSELF OVER 
THE EDGE! 


STAND DOWN 
AND REGROUP! 


WAY BACK-- BUT YOu 
MUST TRY To 
SUPPRESS THAT 


2 


GET AHOLD oF 
YOURSELF, WEST! 
DON'T LET 
THE POWER OUT 
OF YOUR GRASP! 


SOMETHING |S 
A HERE WITH ME! 


WHAT YOUARE GOING =| é 
THROUGH, WEST. L YOU OUT OF 
NOT LIKE THERE, WEST! 


MY STONE IS 


SAYING SOME 
CREEPY STUFF! 


MAKE IT 
SToP! 


GIVE IN To 
ME, WEST. 


AND You WILL 
HAYE ULTIMATE. 
POWER |N RETURN. 


2s 
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ARE You SURE 
YOu WANT To DO 
THIS, VIGO? 
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QUR EMOTIONS 
AGAINST US. 


ff YOUMUST 
fey KEEP Your GUARD 


VIGO HAS GIVEN 
HIS LIFE To Buy 
US TIME. 


WE MUST 
NOT WASTE 
mT 


TWILL GUIDE 
CIELIS BACK To ITS 
PROPER LOCATION, EVERY CITIZEN, 
BUTIWILLINEED YOUR INCLUDING THE 
HELP AND THE HELP CHILDREN, WILL HELP. 
OF EVERYONE HERE US LAND THE CITY 
IN THE CITY. SAFELY. 


WE ARE GOING To DO THIS 
THE OLD-FASHIONED WAY. 
THROUGH COMMUNICATION 
AND WORKING TOGETHER. 


WE WILL NOT LEAN { ¥ 
ON UNCONTROLLABLE 
POWER, S01 ASK YOU. 
ALL To REVERT To YouR 
NATURAL SELVES. 


YOU NEED NOT TRY \\_ YOUR TRUE POWER AS A BUT BY THE QUALITY 
To BE SOMETHING STONEKEEPER WON'T BE OF YOUR INTELLECT 
YOU ARE NOT. ’ DEFINED BY YOUR SHOW AND CHARACTER. 
: OF STRENGTH-- 


WE MUST WALK 
AWAY FROM POWER. 
WE DO NOT NEED. 


WE USE FORCE 
ONLY AS A LAST 
RESORT, NOT A 
FIRST OPTION. 


TH 


YOU DON'T HAVE 
TO ADDRESS ME 
THAT WAY, BREN. 


| KNOW THAT, 
OUR MAJESTY. 
| HAVE STUDIED THE 
OLD STORIES WELL 
ENOUGH To KNOW WHAT 
IS HAPPENING HERE. 
WE ARE NOW A PART 
OF THE LEGEND OF 
THE ELVEN KING, 


YOU MAY NO LONGER BE 
THE KING OF VALCOROR 
RULER OF THE ELVES, BUT 
YOU WILL LEAD US HERE IN 
CIELIS AS THE ELDER 
STONEKEEPER OF THE 
GUARDIAN COUNCIL. 
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TTSALWAYS © U7 inssw \ ji 
BEEN You, _ IKNEWIT YA vISION OF YOUR eae 
neh | ee A HANDSOME SON 
“sala | ee AND BEAUTIFUL 


biZ &) Ss al DAUGHTER. 


EVERYONE HERE 
HAS THEIR IDEA OF 
WHO | AM, AND EXPECTS Fe 
ME To SAVE THIS CITY 
AND ITS PEOPLE. 


TueTum (a 


4 
WE WILL ALSo NEED 
HELP FROM THE PEOPLE 
OF CIELIS. WITH THEIR 
ENERGY, WE WILL 
SUCCEED. 


WE DO THIS 


219 


7” THIS ISTHE \ 
END OF AN ERA, } 


IS AREALLY GOOD 
THING FOR ALLEDIA, 


HOW WILL WE , FIND OTHER 
SELL VACATIONS WAYS To MAKE 
TO THIS PLACE IF ALINING. 

ANYONE CAN 


SUPPOSE 
WE WILL HAVE A 
BIGGER BASE OF 
CUSTOMERS. 


220 


L/ oir just \ 


BREEZY? 
' FEEL COLD 


if \AMNOTA Y 
HUGE CAT! 


1 WISH MAMA 


AND PAPA CouLp 


HAVE SEEN US LIKE 


WATCHING US, 
RICO. 


THEY KNOW WE 
ARE ALL RIGHT. 


THIS |S IT, 
STONEKEEPERS 
OF THE QUARRY. THIS IS WHAT 
You've BEEN 
TRAINING FOR. 


ALL THAT You 
HAVE LEARNED AS 
DESIGNERS AND 
BUILDERS-- 


THAT KNOWLEDGE 
WILL BE PUT To 
USE TODAY. 


AS YOU WORK, 
REMEMBER To PAY 
TRIBUTE TO 
VIGO LIGHT. 


REMEMBER 
HIS SACRIFICE, 
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at EVERY ACTION CREATES 
ARIPPLEIN TIME AND 
SPACE. 


EACH RIPPLE HAS THE 
POTENTIAL 10 BECOME 

AGIANT WAVE WHEN 
AMPLIFIED OUT ACROSS | 


\ 


THE UNIVERSE. 


WHAT WE DO HERE 
RESONATES FAR BEYOND 
QUR REACH AND VISION. 


IKOL WAS A MASTER OF 
LIES, BUT EVERY NOW AND 
THEN HE OBSERVED THE 
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HE USED THESE 
TRUTHS To MAKE ME 
BELIEVE THAT HE 
AND | WERE ALONE. 


THAT THE FATE 

OF THE UNIVERSE 

RESTED UPON OUR 
SHOULDERS. 


BUT THIS WAS 
NEVER TRUE. 
WE ARE ALL A 


PART OF A MUCH 
BIGGER PICTURE-— 


NO ONE PERSON OR 
CREATURE OR THING 
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

THE FATE OF ALL 
OTHERS. 


THE BIGGER PICTURE 
REMAINS OUT OF OUR 
CONTROL. 


NS : 


OR SEPARATED BY TIME 
AND KNOWLEDGE. 


| 


- 
i 
) 

| 


MY FRIENDS ON ALLEDIA 
BEGAN THE LONG JOURNEY 
OF BRINGING THEIR WORLD 

BACK TOGETHER. 


WITH RONIN'S DISCIPLES 
) FROM THE GUARRY BY HS 
SIDE, TRELLIS WouLD RULE § 
OVER MANY YEARS OF 
PEACE IN ALLEDIA. 


TRELLIS WOULD ASK 
ME To JOIN THEM. 


AS MUCHAS | WANTED To 
CONTINUE MY JOURNEY WITH 
THE STONEKEEPERS-- 


UFELT THAT | COULD 
NOT ACCEPT. 


3 } HKNEW THIS WOULD 

TKNEW MY WORK ! MARK THE END OF MY 

WOULD CONTINUE, FIRST OF F-WORLD 

BUT NOT HERE ON Ji ADVENTURE. 
ALLEDIA. : LY 
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AFTER SPENDING FAR TOO 
MANY YEARS HIDDEN IN THE 
CLOUDS, THE CITY OF ELIS. 
HAD FINALLY RETURNED To 

ITS ORIGINAL LOCATION. 


THE CITY IN THE SKY 
HAD RETURNED HOME. 


| COULD SENSE THAT IT 
WAS TIME FOR MY FAMILY 
To D0 THE SAME. 


TRELLIS AND THE 
GUARDIAN COUNCIL 
WOULD HAVE PLENTY 
OF HELP-- 
WITH ALLIES LIKE ) THE RETURN OF 
KING GABILAN AND ¥ CIELIS SERVED AS A 
MAYOR RIVA ASH BY j 
THEIR SIDE. 


HAD RETURNED. 
TO ALLEDIA. 


| INTRODUCED THE GUARDIAN 
COUNCIL To CALA AND CORA, 
HO WERE QUICKLY EMBRACED AS 
NEW MEMBERS OF THEGROUR, © 


THEIR. CONTRIBUTIONS { 
WOULD BECOME THE SUBJECT 
OF COUNTLESS LEGENDS AND 


22 


THE RESISTANCE FORMED 
AN ALLIANCE WITH THE 
GUARDIAN COUNCIL. 


THEY WOULD NO 
LONGER NEED To 
OPERATE IN SECRET. 


TT WAS WONDERFUL 
TO SEE THEIR REAL 
FACES FOR THE 


LEON, TRELLIS, 
AND THE OTHERS 
ASKED AGAIN FOR 
US To STAY IN 


i 


/ yy = 
SAYING YES WOULD 
HAVE BEEN EASY. 
A) Sa 
y ss 


ow 
em : 
== Sy 


THEY WERE FAMILY 
TO US Now. 
BUT LIFE HAS A 
WAY OF SENDING 
YOU ON UNEXPECTED 
ADVENTURES. 


By REQUIRES IS FINDING 


€ 


J IN SILAS CHARNON'S 
LIBRARY, | NOTICED 


ONE THAT CALLED 
QUT To ME. 


IT FEATURED THE , ITS AUTHOR 
SYMBOL ON MY WAS VIGO LIGHT. 
STONE. 
aK DID VIGO WRITE 


ra VIGO LIGHT, 


STRANGELY, THE Book 
WAS WRITTEN THREE 
HUNDRED YEARS AGO, 
SO | IMAGINED IT WAS A 
DIFFERENT VIGO LIGHT, 
UNTIL-- 


IT BECAME 
CLEAR THAT THIS 
Book WAS WRITTEN 
FOR ME. 


You Will kno, 
To DOWHEN 7 MOAT. 


ARRUES 10 py fille 
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IN THE STORIES YOu 
WILL HEAR ACROSS 
ALLEDIA, PROMINENT 
STONEKEEPERS LIKE 
TRELLIS AND | GET 
CREDIT FOR ENDING 
THE CONFLICT. 


HE FOUND HIMSELF 
BACK HOME, OR AT 
LEAST WHAT LOOKED 
LIKE HIS HOME. 


HE KNEW THIS 
WAS ONLY AN 
ILLUSION, 


BUT IF NOT FOR 
VIGO LIGHT, THE WAR 
WOULD STILL BE 
UNFOLDING. 


INHIS BOOK, VIGO 
DESCRIBED WHAT 
HAPPENED AFTER HE 
ENTERED THE VOID 
WITH IKOL. 


VIGOS ENCLAVE IS WHERE 
HE ALWAYS INTENDED To 
SPEND THE REST OF HIS 
DAYS, AND NOW HE WOULD 
DO JUST THAT IN AN 
UNEXPECTED WAY. 


VIGO AND IKOL 
BEGAN TO PLAY 
A GAME OF CHESS 
THAT WOULD NEVER 
END. 


WHILE VIGO STUDIED 


co Eee € By 

soon WAITIN 0 S 

ln uM P Seni 
I soa 


vy N 


SEVERAL YEARS, 
VIGO STUDIED IKOL. 
WHAT HE LEARNED 

HE DETAILED IN 


VIGO WAS JOINED 
BY HIS WIFE, MIRIAM, 
AND HIS SON, DANIEL. 


HE WONDERED FOR 
A MOMENT IF HE WAS 
IN THE AFTERLIFE. 


HE KNEW IT WAS AN 
ILLUSION, BUT HE 


REALITY. 
HE DID NOT 
WANT To BE 
ANYWHERE 
ELSE. 


IKOL, $0 100 DID IKOL 


STUDY HIM. 


HE DISCOVERED THAT IKOL WAS 
FROM EARTH, AND HE PONDERED IKOL TOLD VIGO 
THE REASONS WHY ANYONE THAT IT WAS HUMAN 
WOULD CREATE SOMETHING NATURE To CREATE 
SO DESTRUCTIVE. THINGS LIKE HIM. IT WAS 
IKOL’S BELIEF THAT HIS 
DESTRUCTIVE NATURE 
MADE HIM MORE HUMAN. 


VIGO DECIDED 
IT WAS TIME 


MUCH OLDER NOW, 
VIGO VENTURED OUT 


OF HIS ENCLAVE. 
He LEFT THE 
BEAUTIFUL 
ILLUSION BEHIND. 


AS MUCH AS VIGO 

WANTED TO STAY 

IN THE DREAM, HE 
KNEW HE NEEDED To 
SPEAK To US ABOUT 
WHAT HE'D LEARNED. 


HE HAD GROWN 
MUCH OLDER, 
AND TIME WAS 
SLIPPING AWAY. 


FROM THE VOID, ALLEDIA 
SEEMED DIFFERENT. 


HE COULD FEEL 
HIS LIFE NEARING 


VIGO MANAGED To FIND A 
SMALL PLACE To STAY IN 
LUCIEN. AND THEN HE 
BEGAN TO WRITE. 


HE SOON REALIZED 
THAT HE HAD TRAVELED 
@ THREE HUNDRED YEARS 
INTO THE PAST. 


He HAD To TRY To 
COMMUNICATE WITH 
US IN SOME WAY... 


HE SPENT HIS 
UST DAYS 
WRITING “THE 
BOOK OF 


AND AS THE 
BOOK CAME ‘10 ITS 
CONCLUSION 


So DID 
VIGO'S LIFE. 


YEARS LATER, 
HIS Book FOUND 
ITS WAY TO SILAS 
CHARNON’S 
LIBRARY. 


Z2BB 


WHEN | REACHED THE 
END OF THE BOOK, IT 
CONCLUDED WITH A 
SENTENCE | KNEW To 
BE TRUE. IT SAID, “MAINTAINING THE 
PEACE WILL REQUIRE 

RETURNING To WHERE 
THE CONFLICT BEGAN.” 


THE FEELING IN MY 
GUT WAS STRONG, 


VKNEW WHAT WE HAD 
TO D0 AND | DIDN'T 
WANT To DO IT. 


WE HAD To RETURN 
TO EARTH. 


VEXPLAINED To TRELLIS 
| { WHY WENEEDED To Go 
BACK To EARTH. 


HE AGREED THAT MY 
RETURN WAS NECESSARY IN 
THE ONGOING FIGHT AGAINST 
THE SHADOWS. 


(WILL MISS 
MY FRIENDS. 


WE SAID OUR GOODBYES IN A 
CASUAL WAY, AS THOUGH WE 
WERE ONLY PARTING FOR A 
SHORT TIME, BUT WE KNEW 
IT WASN'T TRUE. 


WE JOURNEYED BACK 
INTO THE CAVERNS 
INSIDE DEMON’S HEAD 
MOUNTAIN. 


BACK TO THE 
BEGINNING. 


PLACES THAT HAD ONCE 
SEEMED DANGEROUS 
AND ALIEN To US NOW 
FELT FAMILIAR. 


IT WAS ALL 
SO BEAUTIFUL 
AND SERENE. 


WE COULD WALK 
THROUGH ANY STRANGE 
NEW LAND WITHOUT FEAR 

IN QUR HEARTS. 


IN PLACE OF FEAR. 
WE FELT A LoVE FOR 
LIFE AND ITS MANY 
ADVENTURES. 


WHEN WE BEGAN OUR 
JOURNEY, | FELT AS IF 
QUR LIVES WERE SPINNING 
QUT OF OUR CONTROL. 


WHAT | LEARNED OVER 
THE YEARS IS THAT LIFE 
IS ALWAYS EBBING AND 

FLOWING, FROM GOOD 

DAYS To BAD ONES. 


EVEN IN THE MOST 
WHILE WE CAN‘T CONTROL ( TRYING TIMES, YOU 
LIFE ITSELF, WE CAN Do OUR - 
BEST To MANAGE HOW WE 
REACT To WHAT IT PRESENTS 


TO US OVER TIME. 


BY STAYING CALM, WE 
CAN MAKE THE RIGHT 
CHOICES To MOVE CUR 
LIVES FORWARD AND To 
RIDE THE WAVES THAT 
SURROUND US. 


WE ALL HAVE WITHIN 
US A COMPASS, A 
GUIDING LIGHT. IF 

WE FOLLOW IT, WE CAN 
MAKE OUR WAY HOME. 


BUT IT REQUIRES 
A WILLINGNESS 
TO LISTEN. 


L3o 


CHOICES IN LIFE ARE 
LIKE DOORWAYS THAT 
CAN LEAD To LIGHT 
AND DARK PLACES. 


WHILE THE PATH IS 
EVER-CHANGING, CUR 
COMPASS CAN GUIDE US. 


YY / a7 
Ae (a! 

WHAT | LEARNED MOST OF | 

ALL THROUGH THE YEARS 

(IS THAT IMUST CHOOSE 
TO ACT PROACTIVELY, AND 

NOT WAIT TOO LONG To 

FOLLOW MY COMPASS. 


EVERY DECISION HAS A 
RIPPLE EFFECT. MAKE A 
GOOD DECISION AND GOOD 
THINGS HAPPEN IN WAYS 
WE CANNOT FULLY 
COMPREHEND. 


CAN YOu START LET'S JUST 
THE CAR WITH YOUR WALK To TOWN 
INSTEAD. 


I DON'T KNOW WHY | SUGGESTED 
IT IN THAT MOMENT, BUT THE 
DECISION To WALK WOULD PROVE 
To BE CONSEQUENTIAL. 


| REMEMBER So MANY 
DETAILS FROM THAT 
MOMENT IN TIME. 


TWAS CARRYING WORDS 

OF WISDOM PASSED DOWN 

To MEBY MY TEACHERS 
ON ALLEDIA. 


THE WORDS WOULD 
HELP GUIDE ME ON MY 
HOME WORLD. 


AFTERALL, IKOL WAS 
CREATED HERE, BORN 
FROM THE CHAOS OF 
fy TECHNOLOGY MIXING, 
ISTARTED To “4 | \ WITH OUR TENDENCY 
WORRY ABOUT TO COMPLICATE 
BEING BACK ON 


| MUST REMEMBER 
TO WALK CAREFULLY 
AND FOLLOW MY 
COMPASS. 
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MANY OTHERS WERE 
WATCHING US NOW-- 
BOTH FRIENDS AND 
FOES--ON EARTH 
AND IN FARAWAY 
GALAXIES. 


ONE ADVENTURE WAS 

COMING To ACLOSE 

AND A NEW ONE WAS 
ABOUT TO BEGIN. 


| HAD NO IDEA WHAT WE 
WOULD FIND ONCE WE 
RETURNED To THE CITY, 
BUT FOR A BRIEF MOMENT 
DURING CUR WALK, | 
REMEMBER THE AIR WAS 
FILLED WITH JOKES, 
LAUGHTER, STORIES, AND 
REFLECTIONS ON LIFE-- 


FELT LIKE | WAS | WILL HOLD ON 
AKID AGAIN. To THIS MEMORY. 
('M PROBABLY 


LIKE WE WERE GOING To NEED IT. 


JUST A NORMAL 
FAMILY. 
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